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Thomas Jefferson to Dewitt Clinton, October 6, 1804 ,

from The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO DE WITT CLINTON J. MSS.

Washington, Oct. 6, 1804.

Dear Sir, —Your favor of Sep. 21 was received on my return to this place. Certainly the

distribution of so atrocious a libel as the pamphlet Aristides, and still more the affirming

its contents to be true as holy writ, presents a shade in the morality of Mr. Swartwout, of

which his character had not before been understood to be susceptible. Such a rejection of

all regard to truth, would have been sufficient cause against receiving him into the corps

of executive, officers at first; but whether it is expedient after a person is appointed, to

be as nice on a question of removal requires great consideration. I proposed soon after

corning into office to enjoin the executive officers from intermeddling with elections as

inconsistent with the true principles of our Constitution. It was laid over for consideration:

but late occurrences prove the propriety of it, and it is now under consideration. In the

absence of the Secretary of State I desired his chief clerk to inclose you an extract of a

letter respecting Genl. Moreau. That as private individuals we should receive him with

cordiality is just. But any public display would be injurious to him, and to our harmony with

his former government. I salute you with friendship & respect.


